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In the simmering debate over state--
hood - or “independence for Puerto
Rico, one point is never touched on:
The ‘international dope traffickers like
things just the way they are in the:
Connecticut-sized commonwealth. )

“Its_half-brother status to the Unit-
ed States is perfect for smuggl-
ers” an intelligence source told my as-.
sociate Dale Van Atta, The reasons
are detailed in a Drug Enforcement
Administration study ‘completed last
year, “The Role of Puerto Rico in'
Narcotics Trafficking” [ * =™

The island serves as “a funnel” for
the cocaine flow from . Latin America
to the :US. mainland, the report
states, partly because it is “strategical-
ly located on the. north-south trade;
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+ Another factor: while Puerto Ricans -
‘have the freedom of movement and
other. advantages of their American -
citizenship, they also “share a common,
language, religion, ethnic and cul
[background- with people in numerous -
Latin American _
znot&n,3 addmg' ary ;sx“:»‘:_f,;:.:;,

: “These commanalities make Puerto *
Rico an ideal intermediate point be- _
tween drug suppliers in source coun-

tries and consumers in the US” - |
Theislandhasbecomeafatmroads} ;

for cocaine shipments en route to the -
mainland and heroin deliveries coming
back to the consumer market in Puer-
to Rico. st [~ bsl

countries,” the report -

0 Rico Status Ideal for
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“Strong family ties . . . facilitate the
southward movement of heroin from
the major distribution cities of Chi--
cago and New York,” the DEA study
says. Unrestricted” immigration from
Puerto Rico to the mainland has giv-

“en the 3.3 million islanders an esti-

mated 2 million relatives in the conti-
nental United States, particularly New
York City. - . | ; :

- These family relationships account
for regular, frequent and mostly legiti-
mate .travel between the mainland

and Puerto Rico. The traffic is too

“heavy for effective spolice control — a
situation made "to. order for dope
smugglers. = .. -
The "most convenient smuggli
route by air is through San.Jusn In-
ternational Airport, but three other
airports can also be used, as well as
“numerous smaller airports which ca- -
ter to private aircraft, and unattended
airstrips and flat areas of terrain
which can accommodate light air-
craft,” the report states. -
By sea, dope smugglers have the al- 7
luring prospect of “over 700 miles of
shoreline which are available to smalk
draft vessels,” plus “numerous yacht
‘basins, marinas, fishing villages and
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-and is primarily abused 3
. affluent residents,” and Colombian

* primary drug of choice.”

“contributes Some $3 billion a”year in}

* cludes that, overall, “the abuse of dan-"
‘gerous drugs remains a minor prablem*
. " g i v oL et

" The use of Puerto Rico‘by da(nﬂg‘ér-;

[some] deep water ports which servics
maritime traffic.” : C o

Although the DEA report empha-
sizes Puerto Rico’s position as a tran-

sit point for Latin American dope, it |

also notes the following unfortunate

syl 3/ be conditions:. heroin abuse on the island i
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“remains high”; cocaine, - “primatily|
from Colombia, but also from Baljvia;
and Peru...is readily available
by themore!

marijuana- is. “considered the second
The DEA report strikes-a more.op-

timistic note in its general appraisal of
- the island commonwealth, oughy
- there is widespread economic hardship
* in Puerto.Rico — more than

. 60 per+
cent of the population receives: fgoc
stamps, and ‘the federal governmenit:

economic subsidies — the DEA” conr-;

ous drug smugglers, however, remains’
a major problem. " - = 71 -
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